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of his throne and covered it with a sheet. He bade
Ram Rai come near him. Ram Rai walked over
the sheet, but it bore him safely. At last the empe-
ror resolved to ensnare Ram Rai into speaking
heresy. He quoted to Ram Rai a couplet from
Guru Nanak :
'The ashes of the Musulman fall into the potter's clod,
Vessels   and  bricks  are  fashioned  from  them;   they
cry out as they burn.'
'What does this mean?1 asked the emperor. Ram
Rai with ready wit said that the word 'Musulman'
was an error. In the original the word was 'Beiman'
or unfaithful. This satisfied the emperor; but in
satisfying the emperor, Ram Rai committed a grave
sin. Before Ram Rai had set out for Delhi, his
father had warned him not to change by one jot or
tittle the words of the Gurus. The young man's
lapse was reported to Guru Har Rai, who was
greatly affected by it. He resolved to exclude Ram
Rai and give the succession to Har Krishan his
second son. 'The Guruship/ said the Guru, 'is
like tiger's milk, that can only be contained in a
golden cup. Only he who is ready to devote his life
to it is worthy of it. Let Ram Rai not look on my
face again. Let him abide with Aurangzib and
amass money at his court. In the words of Guru
Amardas :
'Let him who is worthy sit on the king's throne
'The face of the liar shall be cursed; the true saint
only shall be magnified.'
Ram Rai did not give up the succession without
a struggle. He asked for and obtained the inter-
cession of his uncle Dhir Mai and of his grandmother